
   
 

 The Pacific Northwest has no shortage when it 
comes to award-winning golf resorts - like the Little 
Creek Resort’s Salish Cliffs Course in Shelton, 
Wash. (pictured right). Oregon, Washington and 
Idaho have several resorts to stay and play. See 
our special section for more.

Northwest golf resorts:
There are plenty to like
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central oregon Shootout
will be held April 24-26

USgA Senior open sets
qualifying dates, sites
 

 One of the Pacific Northwest’s top team 
tournaments, the Central Oregon Shoot-
out, is set for April 24-26 at a collection of 
Central Oregon’s top golf courses.
 The tournament, which feature two-
player teams, features three different days 
of play, including better-ball, scramble and 
chapman.
 The three-day tournament will be held 
at Aspen Lakes, Black Butte Ranch Resort 
and Eagle Crest Resort. There will be a 
welcome reception scheduled for April 23 
at Aspen Lakes.
 Cost is $600 per team and includes 
green fees, cart, lunch, tee prizes and 
more.
 For information, see www.aspenlakes.
com and hit the information button for the 
Central Oregon Shootout.

 Pacific Northwest senior golfers will 
have two choices in the area when it 
comes to qualifying for the 2015 United 
States Senior Open, which will be held 
June 25-28 at Del Paso Country Club in 
Sacramento, Calif.
 Arrowhead in Molalla, Ore. will host a 
qualifier May 21 while Loomis Trail in Blaine 
will host a qualifier June 1. There are a total 
of 34 qualifying sites around the country.

2015 U.S. open beginning to
take shape at chambers Bay
 With less than three months to go the 2015 United States Open at 
Chambers Bay in University Place, Wash. has started to break ground on 
tents and bleachers. Construction of the tents at Chambers Bay began in 
March as well as the groundbreaking for the thousands of bleacher seats 
for the thousands of fans who will attend the event June 18-21.
 Transportation plans are in place and will be announced this month and 
part of the plans include the public taking free shuttles from parking lots 
at the Puyallup Fairgrounds and Fort Steilacoom Park in Lakewood.
 And the professionals will start making appearances at the course to see 
how it shapes up for the U.S. Open. Chambers Bay will be the first-ever 
fescue golf course used for a U.S. Open.

golf, gambling do mix
in the city of Tukwila
 It might not be Las Vegas, but if you 
like a little golf and a little gambling, 
the city of Tukwila, Wash. just might 
be your answer.
 Foster Golf Links (pictured near 
right) will provide the golf while the 
Palace Poker Room (far right) has what 
you need when it comes to gambling.
 For more, please see inside this 
section of Inside Golf Newspaper.

Aaron Levine: Sports broadcaster has game on, off course

 Aaron Levine talks a good game 
when he does the sports on Q13 
in Seattle - and he also has a good 
game on the golf course. Levine 
is the long-time sports anchor on 
the Fox affiliate in the Puget Sound 
area, the station which will televise 
the U.S. Open at Chambers Bay in 
June. He will also try and qualify for 
the event. See inside for more.

 A player’s ball is in the fairway but not 
in a great lie.  The player marks and lifts 
the ball under the guise of identifying the 
ball.  The player replaces the ball but sets 
it up a little on the grass to improve the 
lie.  The Rules of Golf provide for a player 
identifying the ball anywhere on the course.  
So she is OK.  True or False? See Page 2 
for the answer.

USgA’s new four-Ball
event at Bandon Dunes
 The United States Golf Association 
is unveiling a pair of new championships 
this year and one of them will take place 
at Pacific Dunes at Bandon Dunes Resort 
along the southern Oregon Coast.
 The Women’s Amateur Four-Ball re-
places the Women’s Public Links event and 
will take place May 9-13 at Pacific Dunes 
with a total of128 two-player teams.
 There will be two rounds of stroke play 
with another three rounds of match play 
to determine the winner of this first-time 
championship. The Men’s Four-Ball will be 
held at the Olympic Club in San Francisco 
also in May.
 This event marks the fifth USGA cham-
pionship to be held at Bandon Dunes and 
the second at Pacific Dunes.
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  Answer:  False.  Unfortunately the Rules of Golf 
provide for identifying your ball only when necessary 
to determine if in fact it is your ball.  This player had 
no doubt as to whose ball it was so it was in fact in 
breach of the Rule.  In addition, you are required to 
notify a fellow competitor or opponent in advance 
if you intend to identify the ball and allow them the 
opportunity to observe the lifting and replacement.  
The ball must be marked.  Failure to follow these 
procedures results in a one stroke penalty.

 • Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien for 
his insight on the rules.

Trying to get rid of 30 years of bad
swing habits is not an easy deal at all
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 OK enough was enough. My golfing buddy 
Tony was getting better each time we stepped 
on the tee. His old high fade was becoming a 
high draw and long. My shots, still the same 
old flare shot right, not very long and usually 
in the trees or rough.
 On a trip to Arizona a couple of weeks ago, 
I teed it up with some guys 20 years older and 
they were past me on just about every tee 
shot- and straight while my shots bent right 
and usually rolled into the desert.
 I had been trying to get better. I felt like Tin 
Cup on the range, trying just about everything 
to fix the swing to hit straighter and longer 
shots. Straight left arm. Check. Full body turn. 
Check. Smooth tempo. Check. The driving 
range seemed to be working.
 The golf course? Not so much. The same 
30-year habits would show up and I was back 
in the woods on the right. The shots were 
short and I kept being directionally challenged 
on every shot.
 On a recent round, I asked Tony how did he 
go from a high fade to high draw - a shot that 
was continually 30-40 yards on the other side 
of my ball. He said he called our friend Jordan 
Cooper a GolfTEC in Southcenter. I always 
considered myself coachable - especially with 
golf when I am trying to get my shots longer 
and straighter., I thought I could do it on my 
own at the range.  
 I thought wrong.
 I broke down and made the call to Jordan 
one day after a round in the 90s filled with 
shots that went everywhere but the fairway.
 It went something like this:
 “Hey Jordan - are you a miracle worker,” 
I asked him.
 “Sometimes,” he replied. “Problem with 
the golf swing - again.”
 “Serious problems,” I said. “it’s almost 
time to take up tennis unless something hap-

pens. Can you do something  for me before 
I break every club in the bag?”
 “Are you free at 10:30 tomorrow?” he 
said.
 I had been in this predicament many times 
before. I never really figured it out, but there 
always seemed to be some type of stop-gap 
to hit the ball again. I’m sure many of you have 
been there before. But this was different. This 
time I meant business.
 OK, stop me if you have heard that be-
fore.
 As I walked into the GolfTEC office at 
Southcenter, I felt some deja vu. I had been 
there before. I had tried to get better before. I 
had tried to get lower scores before. It worked 
for a while but then the old habits reared their 
ugly head again and it was back to normal.
 This would be different. This time I would 
listen and do whatever Jordan told me to do 
to get things remedied.
 As the video camera rolled on my first few 
swings, I took a peek. It was ugly. The swing 
was over the top as usual. the upper body was 
leaning in a reverse position and the shots 
were not going far on the computer monitor. 
 Jordan had seen it before. I wanted him to 
yell at me for being the usual buffoon I am on 
the golf course. Instead, he said “OK time to 

get to work.” Really? Not making fun of the 
bad body position? No chuckling at the over 
the top move? He went to work doing his golf 
doctor stuff. He saw the problems. He knew 
the fixes. Trouble was, could his patient do it 
or have the ability to do it?
 It started with opening the toes to help 
body turning. I had very little hip turn. He 
showed a video of a PGA Tour golfer and 
how they tilted their upper body at address. 
He gave me a short drill to do that. And than 
the shoulder got squared up.
 OK, a total different feeling at set up but 
hey, when you are hitting the ball as bad I as 
was anything is fair game.
 The first few swings were OK but then I 
looked at the video again, and there was that 
awful upper body reverse tilting at the top of 
the swing. No matter what I tired it was still 
there. I tried to make sure I was behind the 
ball. The tilt was there. I tried to turn more. 
The tilt remained.
 “It’s going to take time,” said Jordan. “If 
you are looking for a quick fix, that’s not going 
to happen.”
 OK, so it’s time for some patience and 
drills. He gave me some drills to work on 
spine angle and how to stay behind the ball. 
The bad tilt might go away or just might be 
cut down.
 The first time out a couple of days ;after, 
I did notice better ball striking. But with no 
video, couldn’t tell about the upper body tilt. 
Another lesson will be soon. I usually have 
zero patience. 
 But to get a better golf swing, I will try. If it 
doesn’t get much better, you just might see 
me on a tennis court this summer.

 Steve Turcotte is a 10.3 handicap who is trying 
to get lower and editor of Inside Golf Newspaper. 
He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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 There are no more dramatic tee shots than 
the ones you’ll get from the first and 10th tees 
at Shuksan Golf Club in Bellingham. Perched 
high above the fairway with an elevation drop of 
about 100 feet, it is one of the more rewarding 
tee-shots you can have in golf. The variety of 
holes at Shuksan is perhaps its greatest feature 
– the course winds through low lands and then 
up and down as the terrain varies throughout the 
layout.
 Between Ten Mile Creek that meanders 
through the course and the ponds and marshlands, 
water is a significant defender for the course. 
Water is present on 17 of the 18 holes so bring 
some extra balls. The challenges presented by 
Shuksan will put a premium on accuracy, both 
from the tee and with approach shots.
 The greens are fast and can be frustrating if 

Shuksan: Bellingham course has
the views from course, clubhouse

your putter is not working well. Many of the 
greens are elevated, which can be a challenge 
when selecting clubs for approach shots.
 What could be better, after you finish your 
round, than to sit on the outside patio, that is 
perched high on a hill, overlooking the course. 
It’s a great place for lunch or a cold beer while 
you settle up with your golfing buddies.
 We can’t talk about Shuksan without mention-
ing the spectacular views of the Cascade Range 
and Mount Baker. The popular outside Bridal 
Terrace takes full advantage of the mountainous 
backdrop.
 The clubhouse can accommodate up to 250 
guests and is very popular for weddings and ban-
quets. Shuksan Golf Club offers several specials 
throughout the year, see their ad in this issue and 
check their website at shuksangolf.com. Shuksan in Bellingham is a place that offers dramatic views from the course and clubhouse.
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Professional golf tours will hit the Pacific NW
with events in Oregon, Washington and Idaho  Cascade Golfer Magazine and Puetz Golf have 

announced the launch of CascadeGolferDeals.
com. The website will offer exclusive deals on 
discounted rounds of golf, stay and play packages 
and golf equipment for northwest golfers. 
 The site, launched in March, will feature one 
exclusive new deal each week, that will only be 
available for purchase for 14 days. The deals will 
be limited in quantity, but will offer northwest 
golfer huge savings (their first deal, Port Ludlow-
One day all you can play for two, is 56% off). 
 To gain access to the offers you must register 
for an account at CascadeGolferDeals.com. This 
will give you access to these exclusive offers and 
the opportunity to pre-purchase rounds of golf, 
stay and play packages and buy equipment, at 
absolutely amazing rates. To start saving on your 
golf game check out CascadeGolferDeals.com.

Oregon Senior Games features golf
 If you are age 50 or over and looking to stay 
competitive, the Oregon Senior Games just might 
be your answer. The second annual Oregon Senior 
Games (ages 50+) happening June 17-21 in Bend. 
The games are an amazing opportunity to present 
a competitive yet fun and social event to an older 
set of visitors to the region. 
 Golf is a big part of the Oregon Senior Games. 
The two golf courses selected for this year’s golf 
tournaments are undeniably among the best cours-
es in the Pacific Northwest.  Last year, over 500 
athletes congregated in beautiful Central Oregon 
to compete in 16 sporting events. Registration 
is now open for the 2015 Oregon Senior Games 
presented by Humana.  
 The golf events will be held at Brasada Ranch 
and Broken Top. The golf competition will be both 
gross and net, with winners in each category. The 
cost is $210 to participate in this 36 hole tourna-
ment. This will be added to your games fee at 
checkout. Your registration fee covers half of a 
cart, lunch, and range balls for both rounds.
 Registration Games fee is $30 and is available 
through May 1. Registration and more at www.
oregonseniorgames.com.  

New website offers up
some golf course deals

 Every professional golf tour will make a visit 
to the Pacific Northwest in 2015. The biggest 
tournament will be the U.S.  Open June 18-21 
at Chambers Bay.
 But the Champions Tour, Web.com Tour and 
LPGA Tour will also hit the Northwest. Here’s 
a quick look:
 • July 9-12: Albertson’s Boise Open,  part of 
the Web.com Tour at Hillcrest Country Club.
 • Aug. 13-16: LPGA Portland Classic, part of 
the LPGA Tour. at Columbia Edgewater Country 
Club.
 • Aug. 21-23: Boeing Classic, part of the 
Champions Tour at the TPC Snoqualmie Ridge.
 • Aug. 27-20: WinCo Foods Portland Open, 
part of the Web.com tour at Pumpkin Ridge’s 
Witch Hollow course.

Top women’s amateur event in Yakima
 One of the top women’s amateur events is sched-
uled to be held this year in the Pacific Northwest. The 
women’s Trans National Golf Association Amateur 
Championship is set for Aug. 3-7 at Yakima Country 
Club in Yakima, Wash. The event is celebrating its 
85th year.
 Some of the most famous names in golf have 
played and won this tournament from Patty Berg in 
1938 and 1939, Babe Didrickson  Zaharias (1946) 
JoAnne Gunderson Carner (1946) and Nancy Lopez 
(1976).
 Paige Mackenzie, who grew up playing Yakima 
Country Club with her family and brother Brock, who 
is on the Web.com Tour, won the tournament in 2005.

Washington juniors win scholarships
 As a first-generation college student, Shawna Zhou 
of Seattle always knew that education was her most 
important tool to success.
 Shawna’s own dream of attending college will now 
be coming true, thanks to a summer job as a caddie at 
Seattle Golf Club. This fall, she’ll attend the Univer-
sity of Washington as a recipient of the prestigious 

Evans Scholarship, a full, four-year housing and 
tuition college scholarship awarded to golf caddies.
 John Marks, from Bothell, was the other finalist 
also awarded the Evans Scholarship. A caddie at Ingle-
wood Golf Club in Kenmore and Sahalee Country 
Club in Sammamish, he’ll also attend the University 
of Washington this fall.
 Evans Scholars are chosen based on demonstrating 
a strong caddie record, excellent academics, demon-
strated financial need and outstanding character. The 
scholarship is valued at more than $80,000 over four 
years.

Hickory events are scheduled for NW
 If you have swung Hickory Shafted golf clubs in 
the past, you can do it again in a competitive tourna-
ment atmosphere. AP National has scheduled some 
Hickory events for you to try this year:  
     • May 2: Meadow Park 3rd Annual Vintage
 Hickory Invitational (Centennial).
 • May 24:  Chambers Bay “The Open before The 
Open” Chambers Bay Hickory Open.
 • Oct 3: The Home Course Washington State 
Hickory Open Championship 
 More details are available at: http://apnationalgolf-
club.com/hickory/ or contact the tournament director 
(Durel Billy) directly at durelbilly@yahoo.com.

Palouse Ridge sets Harbottle event
 Palouse Ridge will host the second annual John 
Harbottle III Pro-Am on June 1 in Pullman - an event 
that honors the man who designed the award-winning 
course in Pullman.
 The event will be made up of five-player teams 
with four amateurs and one professional. The profes-
sionals will play for a prize fund with $4,000 going 
to the winning pro. Entry fee is $150 for the profes-
sionals and $350 for the amateurs and includes plenty 
of food, a practice round and a tournament round 
plus cart and other surprises. For information call 
509.335.4342.

America’s St. Andrews prints more
 During the Media Awards Ceremony of the Inter-

national Network of Golf, held annually at the PGA 
Merchandise Show in Orlando, Fla., “America’s St. 
Andrews” received the 2014 Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award in the book category. The book was 
published and written by Tom Cade of the PNGA and 
former Seattle Times columnist Blaine Newnham.
   The book chronicles the improbable story of how 
in 2008, Chambers Bay – at the time just an eight-
month old publicly-owned facility in University Place, 
Wash. – was selected to host the 2010 U.S. Amateur 
and the first course in the Pacific Northwest to host the 
U.S. Open, which will be held there on June 18-21, 
2015.

Pacific Amateur set for Sept. 19-24
 Looking for some top amateur competition to 
keep your game sharp, then look no further than the 
Lithia Pacific Amateur Classic which will take place 
this September and some of Central Oregon’s top golf 
courses.
 The event is set for Sept. 19-24 and will feature di-
visions for men, women and seniors. Up to 700 players 
are expected to take part in the 19th annual event. The 
tournament features three days of individual play with 
the top players from each flight playing at Sunriver’s 
Crosswater for the tournament championship.
 Cost is $530 or $475 for a returning players. See 
www.pacamgolf.com.

American Singles Golf has choices
 If you are a golfer and single, the Seattle Chapter 
of the American Singles Golf Association (ASGA) 
might be the right place for you.
 An informational social/dinner is held on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month to announce the activities 
scheduled. 
 The Seattle Chapter usually has an event planned 
every weekend during the summer months. Courses 
such as Bellevue Municipal nd The Home Course, 
are examples of courses that will be played.
 For more information contact Ben Watson, the 
Seattle Chapter president at 206.661.5570 or www.
singlesgolf.com. Or see Meet-up.com. 
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Tour Players with Northwest ties

Did you know….
 • This spring the WSGA is installing new GHIN 
handicap computers in all 
the golf courses and facilities 
throughout Washington and 
Northern Idaho. These new 
computers are provided free of 
charge by the WSGA to all its 
member clubs.  So when you 
post your scores at your home 
course, it might look a little different this time around. 

   
 • Did you know that Junior Golfers in Oregon can 
play golf at more than 30 golf 
courses throughout Portland, SW 
Washington & the Willamette Valley 
for just $5 per round? The Youth 
on Course programs lets junior play 
for just $5 at participating courses. 
Visit www.oregonyouthoncourse.
org for more information & get your 
junior signed up.

Tacoma Firs duo claims crown at
Pro-Assistants; UW’s Pan on list
 The team from Tacoma Firs Golf Center (Ta-
coma, Wash.) with head professional Todd Erwin 
and assistant professional Derek Barron won the 
Pro-Assistant Championship after posting rounds 
of 64-62 –126 at Meridian Valley Country Club.
 Erwin and Barron dominated the event win-
ning by nine shots over five teams including 
Darren Black and Carl Hetterle of Rainier, Brent 
Murray and Scott Erdmann of Oswego Lake, 
Bryan Tunstill and Tyler Wong of Columbia 
Edgewater, Tunstill and Adrian Burtner of 
Columbia Edgewater and Mike Gove and Matt 
Epstein of Inglewood Golf Club.
 Erwin and Barron won $2,500 for the two-day 
event while the second-place teams collected 
$1,480. Sean Fredrickson from Tualatin made a 
hole-in-one on the 12th hole in the final round.

UW second, Oregon fourth at Invite
 The Duck Invitational brought together some of 
the best college golf teams at Eugene Country Club 
and both Washington and Oregon played well in some 
tough conditions.
 Arizona State won the event while Washington 
finished second and Oregon fourth.
 Freshman Frank Garber led the Huskies with a tie 
for fifth overall.

Washington’s Pan on Hogan Watch list
 The Colonial Country Club, The Friends of Golf 
(FOG) and the Golf Coaches Association of America 
announced the 24 collegiate golfers named to the 2015 
Ben Hogan Award Watch List, including Washington’s 
Cheng-Tsung Pan.
 Pan becomes the first player in the award's his-
tory to be named to the watch list four times. He is 
a three-time semifinalist and can make it four when 
those honorees are announced in April.
 The Miaoli County, Taiwan native is putting up a 
historic season so far for the Huskies, winning three 
times on his way to be the No. 1 ranked collegiate 
player by both Golfweek and Golfstat. Pan has won 

the Amer Ari Invitational in Hawai'i, the Querencia 
Cabo Collegiate in Mexico and the Lamkin San Diego 
Classic in California. 
 The list of 10 semifinalists  will be unveiled on 
April 15. On May 6, that group will be pared down to 
three finalists. The winner will be crowned at a black-
tie banquet at Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth, 
Texas, on May 18, prior to the start of the PGA Tour’s 
Crowne Plaza Invitational at Colonial Country Club.

Washington men triumph in San Diego
 The University of Washington men’s golf team 
overcame a 12-shot deficit in the Final Round to take 
the Lamkin San Diego Classic.  At the top of the Indi-
vidual Leaderboard were Cheng-Tsung Pan (66-75-67) 
and Corey Pereira (69-71-68). The win was historic for 
both as Pan won his seventh and became our All-Time 
Wins Leader and Pereira won what we hope will be his 
first of many.  Jonathan Sanders finished 9th (73-72-
70). In the last two events Pan, Pereira, and Sanders 
have all been Top 10. Jordan Lu counted all rounds 
and finished 33rd (75-73-75). 

UW women claim six in a row
 No. 1 Washington made it six tournament victories 
on the season, dominating the field at the Bay Area In-
tercollegiate. Playing at the Meadow Club, the Dawgs 
finished the week at 18-under, defeating second-place 
Oregon by 24 strokes.
 The win is an all-time record for the women’s 
golf program at Washington, breaking the previous 
record of five back in 1977 when head coach Mary 
Lou Mulflur was a player.

Oregon men win another crown
 The Oregon men’s golf team returned to form at 
the Desert Mountain Intercollegiate held at the Outlaw 
Course, winning by 12 strokes with a final card of 
3-under 861. 
 Aaron Wise also claimed his second medalist 
honors to sweep the tournament for the Ducks with a 
9-under 207. Thomas Lim finished tied for third for 
the Ducks.  Oregon won the tournament by 12 shots.

PgA Tour
 • Ben Crane • Portland • 188th on the list with $70,383
 • Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 181st on the list with $87,830
 • Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 56th on the lis with $643,894
 • Troy Kelly • Bremerton • No cuts made
 • Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • No events
 • Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 7th on the list with $1,961,126
 • Alex Prugh • Spokane • 77th on the list with $477,730
 • Andrew Putnam •Tacoma • 153rd on the list with $195,392
 • Michael Putnam • Tacoma •  123rd on thelist with $297,758
 • Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 199th on the list with $51,590
 •  Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 38th on the list with $913,506
web.com Tour
 • Jason Allred • Ashland • 34th on the list with $36,016
 • Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • 38th on the list with $34,723
 • Jeff Gove • Seattle • 78th on the list with $11,835
 • Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • 60th on the list with $18,228
 • Andrew Yun • Tacoma • 14th on the list with $51,973
`champions Tour
  • Jeff Coston • Blaine • 89th on the list with $3,340
 • Fred Couples • Seattle • 13th on the list with $133,000
 • Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 81st on the list with $5,335
 • Brian Henninger • Eugene • 57th on the list with $16,467
 • Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 48th on the list with $22,454
 • Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 28th on the list with $62,329
LPgA Tour
 • Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • No events
 • Sadena Parks • Tacoma • No cuts made
 • Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • No events
LPgA Symetra Tour
 • Kelli Bowers • Chelan • 65th on the list with $560
 • Jessi Gebhardt • Bellingham • No events
 • Jimin Kang • Seattle • 11th on the list with $4,331
 • Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • 59th on the list with $702
 • Christy Yun • Tacoma • No events
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Mini Vegas: First the golf 
stop at Foster, then poker
at Palace Room in Tukwila

Foster Golf Links in Tukwila has a friendly layout to try and terrific restaurant in the clubhouse.

  It might not be Las Vegas, but you can still get 
your golfing and gambling in during one fell swoop 
in Tukwila, Wash. That’s because Foster Golf Links 
has the golf and right down the street the Palace 
Poker Room and Riverside Casino can provide your 
gambling needs when the round is over.
 Foster Golf Links has been around since 1924. It 
is a course that might not be long on yardage (5,000 
yards) but has plenty of challenging shots and holes 
and after a re-model 10 years ago, the course took 
on a new look.
 Foster is the kind of course for everyone. Begin-
ners like the length, seniors like the walkability and 
advanced players get to hit all their clubs.
 In 2004, the city of Tukwila pumped in $5 
million into the construction of a new clubhouse 
and to make changes to the course. The clubhouse 
includes a pro shop, instructional studio, meeting 
and banquet rooms and Billy Baroos restaurant.
 On the course, new tees were added and rebuilt, 
several greens were added and the 10th fairway was 
rebuilt. The course might have been showing its 
age, but the new projects have Foster a new look 
that keeps the golfers coming back.
 Foster also offers FootGolf, a new game played 
with large holes and a soccer ball. It is a game which 
has taken off as well. Footgolf is open to the public 
on Saturday and Sunday afternoons after 3:30 PM, 
so as not to interfere with the golfing public.  Foot-
Golf has been a great resource for charity events, 
fund-raisers and youth soccer teams.  Last year the 
Emerald City Supporters, The Seattle Reign FC, 
and various clubs all hosted events in 2014.
 The one thing that Foster has prided itself in is 
coming up with new and innovative programs to get 
all levels and ages of golfers involved in the game. 
And the one that head professional Warren Orr is 

anxious to see take off is the extensive Junior Pro-
gram Academy, which begins in April and features 
an annual pass, PGA Junior League and weekly 
instruction and intramural play. 
 But that’s not all that Foster has going on. The 
Get Golf Ready program will be in full force this 
summer and special events, such as a Short Game 
Championship will be held too. Caddyshack Night 
is on the schedule which will feature with a tourna-
ment and outdoor cinema.
 “We want to engage all the golfers who play at 
Foster,” said Orr. “Whether it’s a five-minute lesson 
on practice green or a short game lesson, we are 
going to lead the way in customer engagement.”
 When the round and dinner at Billy Baroos ends, 
it’s a short drive down Interurban to some gambling 
activities. If you didn’t get enough gambling with 
your buddies at Foster, then the Palace Poker Room 
and Riverside Casino will fill that gambling need.
 The Palace Poker Room opened in November 
2014 and has been a place for daily tournaments and 
Hold ‘Em and Omaha games. In fact, the Palace of-
fers a free breakfast from 10-11 a.m. for all players 
playing actively in a live game.
 The daily morning tournament starts at 11:00 
a.m.  each day and during the day there are cash 
rewards for high hands and bad beats.
 For more gaming options, The Riverside Casino 
is located right down the street and offers table 
games and is open 24 hours from Friday through 
Tuesday and 10 a.m Wednesday and Thursday. 
The casino offers blackjack, Spanish 21, Pai Gow, 
Baccarat and a Players Club that gives even more 
value to your time spend gambling at the River-
side Casino. Evergreen Gaming owns the Palace 
and Riverside along with Chips and the Palace in 
Lakewood and Goldie’s in Shoreline.

The Riverside Casino is located in Tukwila.
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 Premier Golf has added two more courses to 
its portfolio of courses it operates - Cedarcrest 
in Marysville and Crossroads in Bellevue.
 Built in 1927, Cedarcrest Golf Course is 
Snohomish County's most established public golf 
facility. Located two miles east of Interstate 5 in 
Marysville, Cedarcrest is a favorite for golfers 
of all skill levels and abilities. 
 This picturesque 3-star course, redesigned by 
golf architect John Steidel, offers an unparalleled 
golfing experience - challenging play, natural 
beauty, meticulous greens and endless fun. An 
abundance of mature evergreen trees line the 
fairways, natural water features are plentiful and 
the addition of 52 sand bunkers installed in 2010 
guard the small undulating greens. Measuring 
just under 6,000 yards with a par of 70, the course Premier Golf has added Cedarcrest Golf Course in Marysville to its courses it manages.

Premier Golf adds Cedarcrest,
Crossroads to its list of courses

is not long by today's standards, but golfers must 
be on their game if they wish to score here.
 Crossroads Par 3 in Bellevue is a 9-hole 
course that is an excellent beginner, short game 
and family course that takes about an hour to 
play.  The holes range in length from 63-107 
yards. This provides more accomplished golfers 
an opportunity to work on their short game, while 
beginners can have success learning the game in 
a relaxed, friendly environment.  
 Crossroads Par 3 has opened a new FootGolf 
Course. If you have never played before, Foot-
Golf is a combination of two popular sports, golf 
and soccer. The game is played very similar to 
golf but with a regulation #5 soccer ball instead 
of clubs, the holes are shortened and the goal is 
to kick the ball into 21-inch diameter cups.
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Aaron Levine
Q13 sports director trying to qualify for Open; 
Excited his station is airing the 2015 tournament

 Q13 Sports Director Aaron Levine works on 
his game as he gets ready to try and qualify for 
the U.S. Open in May.

By Steve Turcotte, Inside Golf Editor
 Aaron Levine is like a kid in a candy store right 
now. Not only does he have one of the best jobs 
around, he has things going on away from his Q13 
office in Seattle that would make golf fans com-
pletely jealous.
 Not only does Levine get to talk about sports as 
his daily gig, he works for a station that secured the 
rights to televise the USGA events starting this year 
- and that means his own Fox affiliate in Seattle will 
host the U.S. Open from Chambers Bay June 18-21. 
And not only that, Levine is going to tee it up in a 
U.S. Open qualifier in May at the Home Course.
 The 33-year-old Levine is living the kind of life 
that even Walter Mitty might be jealous of. 
 Levine talks a good game on the air, with his 
nightly sportscasts on Seattle’s Q13. He has five 
nightly sports broadcasts starting at 4:00 each 
weekday but when he started the station only had 
the one 10:00 p.m. news broadcast.
 And since the station is home for the Seattle 
Seahawks, he also hosts a Seahawks post-game 
show with former players Mack Strong and Dave 
Wyman during the season.
 The U.S. Open being held in the Pacific North-
west for the first time ever has given Levine even 
more work - he put together 18 stories on the dif-
ferent holes at Chambers and will host a show on 
Q13 after every round of the tournament.
 “There’s not a more exciting time for golf in the 
Northwest,” said Levine. “Sometime I don’t realize 
how lucky I am right now.”
 Levine carries a 1.5 handicap and will play in 
the U.S. Open local qualifier at The Home Course 
in May. There will be only a few spots into the 
sectional events, but he doesn’t care. This is a once 
in a lifetime experience.
 Not bad for a guy who walked on the Stanford 

golf program, was cut a month into the season and 
put the clubs away for 10 years.
 “I was completely burned out of golf after the 
Stanford deal,” said Levine. “I just didn’t feel it 
anymore. I played in a couple of events a year but 
that was it. No practice, no playing.”
 But when Chambers Bay was awarded the U.S. 
Open a few years ago and when Fox secured the 
right, Levine suddenly felt it was time to get back 
into the game.
 He has worked hard to get his handicap low, in 
fact during a recent round at Twin Lakes Golf and 
Country Club in Federal Way, Levine showed some 
game. On the first hole he got up and down for a 
slick par from behind the green. On the par-3 8th 
hole, Levine got up and down again for a par on a 
tough hole and his drives were usually long and 
straight. On the par-5 15th hole at Twin Levine’s 
ball was on a slope behind the green. He somehow 
got it up and down. There was some hiccups along 
the way with a couple of three-putts and a couple 
of mishits, but he did flash some game.
 Is there a U.S. Open in his future? Maybe in front 
of the camera.
 “Hey - I know it’s a long shot but what the 
heck, when do you ever get a chance to qualify for 
the Open,” he said. “Just don’t want to embarrass 
myself too badly.”
 Dealing with the Seattle sports scene for years, 
Levine has seen the highs and lows. But having dealt 
with the Seahawks on a person level the past few 
years has been nothing but a terrific experience. He 
has reported from both Super Bowls and has gotten 
to know the players on a different level.
 In fact, during defensive back Richard Sher-
man’s first year Sherman had to drive to the Q13 
studios for a post-game show. Sherman had to fight 
traffic from the stadium to the studio but did make 

it. He was a half-hour late for the show but never 
complained about having to do the show or the traf-
fic. “To me that just showed what kind of guy he 
is,” said Levine. “And he’s been like that the entire 
time in Seattle.” 
 Levine also knows what kind of athletes the 
players really are. He saw that in person during 
quarterback Russell Wilson’s charity golf tourna-
ment at Suncadia last year. Wilson spent time on 
the range hitting his driver 150 yards and straight 
right. Levine thought Wilson and his group might 
be in trouble. But on the first tee, Wilson cracked a 
drive 320 yards right down the pipe.
 Levine took a once-in-a-lifetime route to Q13. 
While at Stanford he applied and got onto ESPN’s 
reality show called “Dream Job” where 12 sports 
casters battled to get a two-year contract at ESPN 
in 2003. Levine made it all the way to the final two 
of the competition and headed to Bakersfield while 
the other guy got the ESPN gig.
 “Best thing that ever happened to me,” he said. 
“I learned so much that it got me to where I am 
today. I don’t know if I could have handled that 
ESPN spotlight with that first job.”
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Hickory Corner: The mashie is the go-to club for players
Aspen Lakes in Sisters, Oregon (above) and Gold Mountain’s Olympic Course (right) are two of the top courses in the NW listed by GolfWeek.

GolfWeek rankings: Pacific Dunes,
Chambers Bay tops in each state
 Pacific Dunes at Bandon Dunes Resort and 
Chambers Bay in University Place, Wash. are the 
top courses you can play as listed by GolfWeek 
in its recent issues. 
 The publication came up with a ranking of 
the top 10 courses in each state that are open 
to public golfers. Here’s a look at Oregon and 
Washington:
 Oregon: 1, Pacific Dunes; 2, Old Macdonald; 
3, Bandon Dunes; 4, Bandon Trails; 5, Pronghorn 
Nicklaus; 6, Tetherow; 7, Pumpkin Ridge Ghost 
Creek; 8, Sunriver Crosswater; 9, Aspen Lakes; 
10, Running Y Ranch.
 Washington: 1, Chambers Bay; 2, Gamble 
Sands; 3, Wine Valley; 4, Salish Cliffs; 5, Loomis 
Trail; 6, Palouse Ridge; 7, Semiahmoo; 8, Gold 
Mountain Olympic; 9, Desert Canyon; 10, Tro-
phy Lake Golf and Casting.

by Brian Giboney
 Welcome back to The Hickory Corner where we 
explore hickory golf (golf with pre-1935 equipment).
 This month we are going to talk specific swing 
techniques and how playing hickory can help your
modern game. In particular, ball striking with your 
irons. For this task I consulted with Chris Getz, 
a PGA Professional at Glendale Country Club in 
Bellevue, WA. Chris is a former U.W. Husky golfer 
who was mentored by PNWPGA Hall of Famer 
Al Mundle. 
 Let’s talk hickory equipment for a moment. The 
go-to iron for many of hickory player is the mashie. 
Mashies are frequently stamped “5”, but loft wise 
more closely resemble a modern day 7-iron at 34-36 
degrees depending on the manufacturer. Many 
hickory play sets feature only a brassie (driver), a 
spoon  (5 wood), a mid-iron (4/5 iron), a mashie (7 
iron), a niblick (PW), and a putter – so the mashie 
sees a lot of action in each round of hickory golf, 

which challenges your ball striking skills throughout 
the day. 
 Here is a little Q&A with Chris to help your ball 
striking and help for a smoother transition from 
modern irons to hickory irons:
 Q: What are the key differences between the 
mashie and the 7-iron golfers should consider?
 Chris: The main difference between the mashie 
and today’s 7-iron is the forgiveness of today’s
technology. The mashie has a very small sole radius 
with very little bounce. This gives the mashie a
tendency to dig into the ground which is much less 
forgiving than today’s equipment. The hickory
mashie also has much more torque or the ability to 
twist at impact which can cause more curvature on
the golf ball than today’s equipment. The face thick-
ness, perimeter weighting, grooves, along with a
few other differences make today’s equipment much 
easier to hit, but not necessarily more fun!
 Next to the 100 year old mashie, a modern 7-iron 

looks like it was made by NASA for space travel.
 Q: Given those differences, what are the main 
fundamentals you would teach to promote solid 
contact with the mashie?
 Chris: My advice for hitting a mashie would be 
to sweep the ball off the turf vs. a bit more vertical
angle of approach. Since the mashie has very little 
bounce, having a shallower angle of attack will give 
you a better chance at solid contact. The second 
thing I would recommend is a smoother and slower 
tempo. Since the hickory shaft has much higher 
torque or propensity to twist at impact a slower 
smoother tempo is definitely a key to hitting a mashie 
straighter and with more consistency.
 Q: Your thoughts on using a mashie as a training 
aid to practice and improve iron play?
 Chris: I think a mashie is great for working on 
good tempo and centeredness of contact. Since 
the mashie is obviously far less forgiving it can give 
you great feedback if your hitting the center of the

club vs. today’s technology that might give you a 
little less feedback on off center hits. Also, as I
mentioned above, the amount of torque a hickory 
shaft produces is very high and requires a smooth 
tempo which, I think we can all agree, is important 
for a repeatable golf swing.
 Q: Finally, any other tips for golfers looking to 
hitting their irons (hickory or modern) more solid?
 Chris: I believe whatever you may be doing, 
practicing good solid fundamentals and devoting a 
fair amount of time will help you become a better 
golfer no matter if your using a mashie or a modern 
7 iron. Get out and play and practice as much as 
you can and good things will come. 
 So there you have it - The hickory mashie and 
the modern day 7-iron.  Technology certainly has 
changed the game of golf, but the basic fundamentals 
of hitting a ball with a stick in the fewest amount of 
strokes possible are the same. Playing hickory golf 
will help you reduce strokes in your modern game.
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The Lesson Tee: It’s time to work on
being consistent for the 2015 season
 Finally, the beginning of April!  Bingo!  Tour-
nament time.  Time to set in motion what we've 
worked on this winter.  It could be time to dust 
off those clubs for 2015.  The eagles are soaring 
and trees blooming up here at Semiahmoo.  It's a 
great place to be from here on out.  Unbelievable 
I'm in my 21st year here.  My academy building 
saves me each winter.
 People come to me and most times the song 
is the same.  "I want to be more consistent."  
Everyone, no matter their level want to be more 
consistent.  I had a couple tour players call me 
and they expressed the same desire.  If a player 
has a proper grip, alignment and posture; then 
the player needs to master and build an aware-
ness for the proper path/plane of the shaft and 
hands; then the squaring of the clubface and 
forward lean of the shaft at impact.
 Mastering and awareness of path and plane; 
squaring of the clubface, sequence and forward 
lean to the shaft at impact will produce solid 
strikes that we all know feel amazing.  Through 
my experience if I (or any player) developed 
these qualities in my swing, I would strike the 
golf ball with more quality and consistency.  I 
would rather not leave my ball striking up to 
chance.  I would rather make things take place 
in my technique that would produce my desired 
shot pattern.  If I make the golf club do certain 
things I get certain shots. The golf ball (flight) 
doesn't lie.
 In the past I've written much about swing 
plane and path.  I've written a couple times on 
squaring of the clubface.  This month I want to 
focus on impact, forward lean to the shaft, and 
solid striking of the golf ball.
 I would like you to note it is imperative to 
square the face and swing on plane to play the 
"golf of your dreams."

 Lets start here.   Most golfers that play regu-
larly hit the ball fat and thin (un solid) because 
they leave their arms and club behind at the 
beginning of the downswing.!  They get either 
their upper or lower body too much ahead of 
the grip/hands and right elbow in the transition.  
(photo 1)  You would hit the ball more solid if the 
inside right elbow drove down your ribcage to 
the inside quarter of the golf ball.  This happens 
before anything else moves.
 A cousin of that would be if you started the 
downswing with the hands and grip leading to 
the ball. (photo 2)  Then hands, grip and right 
elbow lead back in front of the hips to the inside 
quarter of the golf ball.  
 Your hands lead and win the race to and 
beyond the golf ball.  I'm not kidding.  Your body 
will then rotate and drive once you get below the 
belt to and through the hitting area.  Otherwise 
the clubhead releases early on most everyone 
and a fat, thin or pull results.

 Jeff Coston is a 20-time Pacific Northwest PGA 
Player of the Year.  He is a former PGA Tour Player and 
current Champions Tour player and can be reached for 
appointment by calling Semiahmoo at 360.201.4590 
or jeffcoston.com.
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Rules of the Game: Just because your ball is
resting against the stick doesn’t mean it’s in

Women’s golf: Here
are four clubs that
can lead to success

 A while ago, I made this long chip shot that 
went in the hole.  Well, not exactly. It ended up 
resting against the flagstick. My friend told me 
that it wasn’t holed. What up with that?
 Your friend is right. First, let’s look at the 
Definition of “Ball Holed.” A ball is “holed” 
when it is entirely within the diameter of the hole 
and completely below the level of the lip of the 
hole and has come to rest. So, your supposedly 
“holed” chip shot only met two of the three 
criteria. 
 So what happens if I lift the ball from against 
the flagstick? Since the ball is not yet holed, it is 
still in play. You get a one-stroke penalty for lifting 
your ball in play and you must replace it against 
the flagstick. Then you can move or remove the 
flagstick so the ball will fall into the hole.
 What if I move or remove the flagstick and 
the ball moves away from the hole instead of 
falling into the hole. 
 That is why David Staebler of the USGA 
refers to this Rule the “Village Idiot” Rule (Rule 
17-4). You’re not going to get penalized for that, 
but unfortunately you’ve lost your chance for 
that ball to be holed. You must place the ball on 
the lip of the hole, and then hole out from there. 

 Ladies let's focus on four clubs this 
month: Driver, 7 wood, sand wedge and 
putter.
 After 23 years of teaching, I wish I 
counted how many times I've heard...."I 
only use a few clubs". I've even "taken 
out" the unused clubs in many ladies golf 
bag.  Ladies... This is normal.
 This is great and most women do not 
need the whole set of golf clubs to play 
golf.  Less is more.  
 Easier club making decisions & faster 
golf! If you don't like them, go buy them 
for your Easter present to yourself!  Get 
the four best clubs that you love in your 
golf bag. Ladies, this month focus your 
golf practice on:
 1) Driver: Getting off the tee
 2) 7 wood or your favorite fairway wood 
(I wood strongly suggest a 7 wood- loft is 
your friend).
 3) Sand wedge or pitching wedge: 
Close shots 30-50 yards and closer to 
the green. 
 4) Putter: Get those three putts down 
to two putts. Practice your really long putts 
(20-40 feet) and practice your 2-4' putts.
 Ladies, practice these four clubs and 
focus on these shots. You can feel great 
that you focused on the shots that you 
use the most. 
 Get back out on the golf course and  
driving ranges.... Enjoy golf again with four 
golf clubs.

 Becky Fossum is an LPGA teaching profes-
sional. She can be reached for questions at 
253.576.3130 or see www.beckyfossumgolf.
photomerchant.net.

So if your ball was resting against the flagstick 
in 3, and you move the flagstick and the ball 
moves away from the hole, it’s now resting in 
the lip of the hole and you must tap it in for a 4. 
Bummer!
 What if my ball is resting against the flagstick 
and one of my fellow-competitors or opponent 
removes the flagstick and it moves away from 
the hole? Am I still out of luck?
 As long as you didn’t ask them or give them 
permission to do so, you’re in luck. You can 
replace the ball against the flagstick and then 
move it yourself, and if it falls into the hole, the 
ball is holed.

 Mike Peluso is a rules official with the USGA, 
PNGA and other organizations. Reach him at for 
questions at mikepeluso@comcast.net.

 So what happens if I lift 
the ball from against the flag-
stick? Since the ball is not yet 
holed, it is still in play. You 
get a one-stroke penalty for 
lifting your ball in play and 
you must replace it against the 
flagstick. Then you can move 
or remove the flagstick so the 
ball will fall into the hole.
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This ball is not holed. The player may move or remove the flagstick, 
but if the ball moves away from the hole, he must 
place it on the lip of the hole and then tap it in.

2015 Portland LPGA Classic looks
for volunteers for August tourney
 The 2015 Portland Classic Presented by 
Cambia Health Solutions has opened online reg-
istration for volunteers at PortlandClassic.com.   
Marshals, Walking Scorers, and other positions 
are available for the August 10-16 tournament at 
Columbia Edgewater in Portland. 
 Marshaling at the Portland Classic provides 
a rare opportunity to be inside the ropes with the 
best women golfers in the world.  Marshals are 
the largest group of volunteers and one of the 
most important. This committee works on the 
course and in high traffic areas to assist LPGA 
Tour players and ensure spectators safety.
 Walking Scorers follow a group of profession-
als during play to keep on course statistics and 
scores on a handheld computer device that is used 
to track each player’s performance.   Training for 

Walking Scorers is provided shortly before the 
tournament. Walking Scorers follow a group of 
professionals during play to keep on course sta-
tistics and scores on a handheld computer device 
that is used to track each player’s performance.   
Training for Walking Scorers is provided shortly 
before the tournament.
 Every volunteer receives the following, all 
included with the $28 volunteer fee: Golf Shirt 
(marshal uniform); Free Parking; Admission to 
the tournament and 1 guest pass for all tourna-
ment days; Access to the volunteer tent overlook-
ing the practice facility.   
 For more information on marshaling duties 
and available shifts, contact the Portland Classic 
office at 503-626-2711 or email Robbie.quivey@
tgfigolf.com.
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